
What makes a POEM a poem? 
Is a jump-rope rhyme a poem?   

What about the lyrics of your favorite song, or 
even a song that parents sign to children?  

Once you start looking for poems, 
you’‛ll find that they are all around 
you.  You may even have written some 
yourself! 

Prime Number Poem
http://www.ted.com/talks/harry_baker_a_love_poem_for_lonely_prime_numbers



What makes a POEM a poem? 

Poetry is everywhere… 

Song lyrics 

Greeting-card messages 

Commercial jingles… 



What makes a POEM a poem? 

You might describe some poems as 
clever, others as inspiring,  
And still others as sappy. 

Every so often, though, you 
MIGHT  encounter a poem 
that gets inside your  
              heart and mind.  



How  
does 

a 
poem 

do 
that? 

Let’‛s continue on to find out… 



•One difference between poetry and prose has 
to do with structure, or the way a poem looks on 
the page. 

•While short stories and news articles consist 
of sentences and paragraphs, poems are made 
up of lines. 

•A line can be a single word, a sentence, or 
part of a sentence. 

•In many poems, lines are arranged into 
groups called stanzas. 



•Poetry sounds different from prose, as you’‛ll 
see when you read the poem, A Find Head of 
Lettuce, with all its rhymes and bouncy 
rhythms. 
•As you will also see, poems have speakers and 
the speaker may not be the poet. 

•Poetry is different from prose in another way. 



 
   A Fine Head of     
 Lettuce 

Poem by Jack Prelutsky 
 
    I’m  a  fine  head  of  lettuce, 
    a handsome romaine. 
    I  haven’t  a  cranium 
    made for a brain. 
 
    I’m  simple  and  shy. 
    I remain on my own. 
    I’m  known  in  the  garden 
    as lettuce alone. 
 



MODEL:  
STRUCTURE, 
SPEAKER,  
AND 
SOUNDS   
 
The poem “Losing Face”  
is more serious than “A 
Find Head of Lettuce.”   
The poem sounds  
different too – more  
like conversation.  It 
doesn’t have the  
bouncy rhythm and  
comic rhymes of the 
lettuce poem.  Read 
Wong’s poem aloud. 



Think about the comforting melody of a lullaby, the contagious beat of a 
certain song, or those few words in a poem that perfectly capture how 
you’‛re feeling. 

The power of a poem comes from more than its structure and its speaker.   

Sound devices, imagery, and figurative language are the elements that can 
make a poem unforgettable. 

SOUND DEVICES 
Poets use sound devices  

to make music and  
to emphasize ideas. 





In “Pete at the Zoo,” a young speaker considers an important 
question: Do zoo animals ever get lonely?  Read the poem 
aloud, playing particular attention to the use of rhymes and 
rhythms. 

    



What kinds of sounds do you associate with fireworks?  In this poem, 
meter and alliteration help you to hear some of these sounds. 

Read the poem 
aloud to get 

the full 
effect. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RYfrk5PyEyc





•Figurative language is the use of imaginative comparisons 
to help you see the world in new ways. 
•Figurative language is NOT literally true. 
•Four common “figures of speech” are: 

•Simile 
•Metaphor 
•Personification 
•Hyperbole 

•Images use sensory language to appeal to your senses 
•sight, hearing, smell, taste, and touch 

•Figures of speech often create images 





Eve Merriam will transport you to a familiar 
scene – a dinner table. 
 
Merriam uses many of the techniques you just 
learned about to help you visualize the scene 
and understand the speaker’‛s relationship with 
his or her parents. 



Like bookends 
my father at one side 
my mother at the other 
 
propping me up 
but unable to read 
What I feel. 
 
Were they born with clothes on? 
Born with rules on? 
 
When we sit at the dinner table 
we smooth our napkins into polite folds. 
How was your day dear 
  Fine 
And how was your dear 
  Fine 
And how was school 
  The same 

Only once in a while 
when we’re not trying so hard 
when we’re not trying at all 
our napkins suddenly whirl away 
and we float up to the ceiling 
where we sing and dance until it hurts from laughing 
 
and then we float down 
with our napkin parachutes 
and once again spoon our soup 
and pass the bread please. 

Poem by Eve Merriam 
 

 

LIKE BOOKENDS 
 



Quick Review…. 
Structure – way a poem looks 
Line – can be a single word, sentence or part of a sentence 
Stanzas – how some poems are arranged 
Rhyme – repetition of sounds 
Rhythm – musical quality 
Meter – pattern of stressed and unstressed syllables 
Alliteration – repetition of consonant sounds  
Refrain – word or line that is repeated in a poem  
Simile – comparison between two unlike things using like or 
as 
Metaphor – comparison between two unlike things 
Personification – giving human like qualities to a non human 
object 
Hyperbole – exaggeration  


