The Social Structure of the Egyptian Old Kingdom

Directions: Read about the social structure as a group. Highlight the key information. Then, fill in the social pyramid you were provided. You must right the name of the class and picture, OR example of what they would be called in today’s society, on the inside of the pyramid and information about that class on the outside. [On the bottom of the pyramid, all information will fit inside]
 The Old Kingdom had a rigid class system with little or no chance for a person to improve their social standing. The classes are listed below in order of highest to lowest.

1. Pharaoh

The ruler, said to be the son of a god and a god himself, had greatest privileges.
2. Nobles 

Noble families ruled over districts and were responsible for keeping their districts in order. Other nobles might take positions as high-ranking administrators, military leaders, or priests.
3. Soldiers 

The military ranged from middle to upper class. Some officials had very high social standing. 
4. Scribes  

The Scribal class formed Egypt’s bureaucracy. They kept records and kept the government in order. Some were both scribes and priests. 
5. Merchants 

The very small number of merchants in ancient Egypt usually traveled on the Nile by boat, selling goods.
6. Artisans 

There were a small number of artisans in ancient Egypt who worked to build tombs for the pharaoh and the nobles. There social standing was just above farmers.
7. Farmers

The largest part of the population was made up of farmers. They paid their taxes by labouring in public projects. While forming the peasant class, they were not treated particularly poorly. 
8. Slaves and Servants Palaces and temples kept servants to do chores and lower forms of work. There were also slaves, which would most often be people that were captured in war. These slaves could be owned by individuals or by a temple that would rent them out. Slaves were usually treated decently and sometimes even adopted as members of the families.



Social Class Group Activity Directions

Step #1 You will need 36 index cards to build your pyramid. Place the cards into a pyramid. Start with 1, then add 2, etc. up to the last tier which should be 8 total index cards.

Step #2 Glue the index cards into place once you have made sure you have the correct number in each spot.

Step #3 On the blank side of the index, write the name of each class in big letters in marker. [Make sure the name is centered on the tier it goes on] 

Step #4 Then, draw a picture on the blank side of the index card under the name that helps describe that class. BE CREATIVE!

Step #5 Write the definition of each class on the lined side of the index card on the level it goes with.
Social Class Group Activity Directions

Step #1 You will need 36 index cards to build your pyramid. Place the cards into a pyramid. Start with 1, then add 2, etc. up to the last tier which should be 8 total index cards.

Step #2 Glue the index cards into place once you have made sure you have the correct number in each spot.

Step #3 On the blank side of the index, write the name of each class in big letters in marker. [Make sure the name is centered on the tier it goes on] 

Step #4 Then, draw a picture on the blank side of the index card under the name that helps describe that class. BE CREATIVE!

Step #5 Write the definition of each class on the lined side of the index card on the level it goes with.
Social Class Group Activity Directions

Step #1 You will need 36 index cards to build your pyramid. Place the cards into a pyramid. Start with 1, then add 2, etc. up to the last tier which should be 8 total index cards.

Step #2 Glue the index cards into place once you have made sure you have the correct number in each spot.

Step #3 On the blank side of the index, write the name of each class in big letters in marker. [Make sure the name is centered on the tier it goes on] 

Step #4 Then, draw a picture on the blank side of the index card under the name that helps describe that class. BE CREATIVE!

Step #5 Write the definition of each class on the lined side of the index card on the level it goes with.
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